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foreword
 
Organised crime groups continue to make 
most of their money from the trade in 
illicit drugs and they see the Australian 
market as a lucrative one. 

So to drive them out of the market, we 
too must have a solid understanding of 
how the drug economy operates―the 
variables of product, pricing, promotion 
and methods of distribution along with 
the effects of technology, competition 
and the social and cultural environment. 

The Illicit Drug Data Report (IDDR) 
2009–10 serves as a market spotlight, 
illuminating the national picture of 
Australia’s illicit drug environment. 

The report is designed to provide policy 
makers, resource planners, academia 
and law enforcement officials with a 
focused discussion of key drug issues and 
developments facing Australia. 

Identifying common elements, trends and 
streamlining the data collection process 
with the help of our state, territory and 
Commonwealth colleagues are practical 
ways in which organised crime’s illicit 
drug activity can be better anticipated, 
investigated and prevented. 

Commencing in 2008–09, we allocated 
a chapter in the IDDR specifically 
for clandestine illicit drug-making 
laboratories because of a growing trend 
in national detections. In 2009–10 
694 clandestine laboratories were 
detected, this represents a 245 per cent 
increase from 2000–01.  

With 71 per cent of these detected in 
residential areas, clandestine laboratories 
and their volatile and toxic chemical mix 
continue to be a potentially major hazard 
for innocent members of the community 
and for the environment. 

Cannabis continues to be the 
predominant illicit drug seized in 
Australia in the last decade, with 44 736 

seizures nationally in 2009–10. Cannabis 
accounted for 70 per cent of the total 
number and 76 per cent of the total 
weight of national illicit drug seizures in 
2009–10. 

In this report  the number of national 
illicit drug arrests is the highest reported 
in the last decade with more than 85 000 
people arrested for illicit drug offences. 
National arrests for cocaine are also the 
highest on record. 

This report also highlights the increase 
in the number and variety of drug 
analogues in the market which can be 
frequently perceived by users, often 
wrongly, as less harmful than illicit drugs. 
The speed of the evolving analogue 
market presents unique challenges for 
decision makers and law enforcement 
agencies. 

Vigilance will continue to be the key not 
only to successful law enforcement action 
on the ground, but to strengthening 
our knowledge of organised crime’s 
involvement in the illicit drug market. 

Now in its 8th edition, the Illicit Drug 
Data Report will continue to inform 
critical decision making, set priorities 
and allocate resources to enhance our 
national response to the trade in illicit 
drugs. 

John Lawler APM 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Crime Commission 
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The Australian Crime Commission (ACC) Illicit Drug Data Report 2009–10 provides a 
snapshot of the Australian illicit drug market. The report brings together illicit drug data 
from a variety of sources including law enforcement, health and academia. The Illicit 
Drug Data Report is the only report of its type in Australia and provides the important 
evidence base to assist decision-makers in the development of strategies to combat the 
threat posed by illicit drugs. 

The Australian illicit drug market continues to be dominated by cannabis, accounting 
for over two-thirds of arrests and seizures in 2009–10. Other prominent drug types for 
arrests and seizures during this reporting period were amphetamine-type stimulants 
(ATS) and ‘other and unknown’1. 

Illicit drug related arrests increased marginally in 2009–10 to 85 252, the highest number 
in the last decade. Drug types that recorded the most substantial increase in arrests over 
the last decade are cocaine and amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS), increasing by 
91 per cent and 58 per cent respectively. 

Over 7.8 tonnes of illicit drugs were seized nationally in 2009–10, representing a 
41 per cent decrease compared with 2008–09. However, the 63 670 national illicit drug 
seizures in 2009–10 is the second highest reported in the last decade. 

KEy fINDINgS fROM THE   IllIcIt  Drug  Data  report  2009–10: 
•		 National illicit drug arrests are the highest reported in the last decade. 

•		 Cannabis remains the dominant illicit drug in Australia in terms of arrests, seizures 
and use. 

•		 Cannabis was the only illicit drug type to report an increase in seizure weight in 
2009–10, increasing by 8 per cent compared with 2008–09. 

•		 ATS was the only drug type to report a decrease in the number of arrests compared 
with 2008–09, decreasing by 15 per cent. 

•		 Despite increases in the number of cocaine seizures and arrests, the weight of 
seizures decreased by one-third compared with 2008–09. 

•		 While profiling data indicates the continued prominence of Colombia as a source 
country for cocaine seized at the Australian border, results from the first 6 months of 
2010 indicate an increase in the proportion of cocaine sourced from Peru. 

•		 Profiling of heroin seizures at the Australian border indicate that South-West Asia 
accounted for the greatest proportion of bulk weight analysed, while South-East Asia 
accounted for the greatest number of analysed seizures. 

•		 The number of national steroid seizures has continued to increase and is currently the 
highest on record. 

•		 A record 694 clandestine laboratories were detected. However, the scale of activity at 
these laboratories is unclear. 

1		 ‘Other and unknown’ drugs include anabolic agents and other selected hormones, tryptamines, anaesthetics, 
pharmaceuticals and drugs not elsewhere classified. 



the following charts provide an overview of the australian illicit drug market in 2009–10 

ARRESTS, 2009–10 

SEIzuRES by NuMbER, 2009–10
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SEIzuRES by WEIgHT, 2009–10
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the following charts provide an overview of changes that have occurred in the illicit 
drug market in the last decade 

NATIONAL ILLICIT DRug ARRESTS , 2000–01 TO 2009–10 



 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

• The number of national illicit drug arrests is the highest in the last decade.
	

•		 This reporting period saw the first decrease in the number of ATS arrests since 
2001–02. 

•		 The number of cocaine arrests is the highest in the past decade. 

•		 The number of ‘other and unknown’ arrests is the highest in the past decade. 

NATIONAL ILLICIT DRug SEIzuRE NuMbERS, 2000–01 TO 2009–10 

•		 The number of national illicit drug seizures in 2009–10 was the second highest in the 
last decade. 

•		 Cannabis continues to account for over 70 per cent of the number of national illicit 
drug seizures. 

•		 Over the last decade, national cocaine and ‘other and unknown’ illicit drug seizures 
have increased by 225 per cent and 331 per cent respectively. 

•		 The number of national ATS seizures decreased in 2009–10 and is the lowest reported 
since 2005–06. 
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NATIONAL ILLICIT DRug SEIzuRE WEIgHTS, 2000–01 TO 2009–10
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•		 The weight of national illicit drug seizures has fluctuated over the past decade. This is 
likely to reflect the effect of unusually large seizures. 

•		 In 2009–10, the national seizure weight of ATS was the lowest reported in the last 
decade. 

•		 The weight of ‘other and unknown’ illicit drug seizures decreased by 87 per cent in 
2009–10 compared with the record high reported in 2008–09. 

the following charts breakdown illicit drug arrests and seizures reported in 2009–10 by 
state and territory and drug type 

ILLICIT DRug ARRESTS by STATE AND TERRITORy, 2009–10 



 

 

 

 

 

    

•		 Over half of illicit drug arrests in all states and territories were related to cannabis. 

•		 following cannabis, ATS accounted for the greatest proportion of arrests in New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Northern Territory and the Australian Capital 
Territory. 

•		 In Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania, ‘other and unknown’ arrests were 
second only to cannabis. 

•		 In Victoria 10 per cent of all illicit drug arrests were related to heroin and other 
opioids, the highest proportion reported by any state or territory in 2009–10. 

•		 In New South Wales 3.7 per cent of all illicit drug arrests were related to cocaine, the 
highest proportion reported by any state or territory in 2009–10.  

ILLICIT DRug SEIzuRE NuMbERS by STATE AND TERRITORy, 2009–10 

• 		 Cannabis accounted for the greatest proportion of illicit drug seizures across all states 
and territories. 

• 		 With the exception of Tasmania, all states and territories reported ATS as the second 
most seized drug. 

• 		 In South Australia 40 per cent of all illicit drug seizures were related to ATS, the 
highest proportion reported by any state or territory in 2009–10. 
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ILLICIT DRug SEIzuRE WEIgHTS by STATE AND TERRITORy, 2009–10
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•		 Cannabis continued to account for the greatest proportion of illicit drug seizure 
weight across all states and territories. 

•		 Cannabis accounted for over 90 per cent of the weight of drugs seized in Queensland, 
South Australia, Tasmania, Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. 

•		 In New South Wales 22 per cent of all illicit drug seizures by weight were related to 
ATS, the highest proportion reported by any state or territory in 2009–10. 

•		 In Victoria 10 per cent of all illicit drug seizures by weight were related to cocaine, the 
highest proportion reported by any state or territory in 2009–10. 
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This report contains data and analysis provided by federal, state and territory police, as 
well as forensic laboratories and the Australian Customs and border Protection Service. 
Police and forensic data managers provided significant contribution towards improving this 
report’s data quality. The ability to draw on their expertise and experience, along with their 
continued support, has been invaluable for the Australian Crime Commission (ACC). 

Key contributors: 

• Australian Capital Territory government Analytical Laboratory 

• Australian Customs and border Protection Service 

• Australian federal Police 

• Australian federal Police, forensic and Data Centres 

• Australian federal Police, ACT Policing 

• ChemCentre 

• forensic Science South Australia 

• forensic Science Service Tasmania 

• New South Wales Health, Mental Health and Drug and Alcohol Office 

• New South Wales Police force 

• Northern Territory Police 

• Queensland Health forensic and Scientific Services 

• Queensland Police Service 

• South Australia Police 

• Tasmania Police 

• Victoria Police 

• Western Australia Police. 



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  
             

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

abbreviatioNs
 
aas Anabolic and Androgenic Steroids 

abs Australian bureau of Statistics 

acc Australian Crime Commission 

act Australian Capital Territory 

afP Australian federal Police 

aic Australian Institute of Criminology 

aidiP Australian Illicit Drug Intelligence Program 

aiHw Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 

aNcd Australian National Council on Drugs 

asada Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority 

ats Amphetamine-type stimulant 

BINLEA bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs 

bZP N-benzylpiperazine 

cisc Criminal Intelligence Service Canada 

coaG Council of Australian governments 

customs and Australian Customs and border Protection Service 
Border Protection 

dcPc Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee 

dea Drug Enforcement Administration 

dHea Dehydroepiandrosterone 

dob 4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine 

doHa Department of Health and Ageing 

dom 2,5-dimethoxy-4-methylamphetamine 

duma Drug use Monitoring in Australia 

emcdda European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 

eu European union 

EUROPOL European Law Enforcement Organisation 

gBL gamma-butyrolactone 

GHb gamma-hydroxybutyrate 

hGH Human growth Hormone 

iddr Illicit Drug Data Report 

iNcb International Narcotics Control board 

INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 

LSD Lysergic acid diethylamide 
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mbdb N-methyl-1-(1,3-benzodioxol-5-yl)-2-butanamine 

mda 3,4-methylenedioxyamphetamine 

mdea 3,4-methylenedioxy-N-ethylamphetamine 

mdma 3,4-methylenedioxymethylamphetamine 

msm methylsulfonylmethane 

4-mta 4-methylthioamphetamine 

Nceta National Centre on Education and Training on Addiction 

NcPic National Cannabis Prevention and Information Centre 

Ndarc National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre 

Ndic National Drug Intelligence Center 

Nida National Institute on Drug Abuse 

Nidrf National Illicit Drug Reporting format 

Ndri National Drug Research Institute 

NdsHs National Drug Strategy Household Survey 

Nsw New South Wales 

Nt Northern Territory 

oNdcP Office of National Drug Control Policy 

P2P Phenyl-2-propanone 

PcP Phencyclidine 

Pma Paramethoxyamphetamine 

PmK  Piperonylmethylketone 

rcmP Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

Qld Queensland 

sa South Australia 

soca Serious Organised Crime Agency 

tas Tasmania 

tHc Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol 

uNodc united Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

uK united Kingdom 

us united States of America 

vic Victoria 

wa Western Australia 

wada World Anti-Doping Authority 

wHo World Health Organization 



 

 

 

 

 

iNtroductioN
 
The Illicit Drug Data Report is the only report of its type in Australia and provides 
governments, law enforcement agencies and interested stakeholders with a national 
picture of the illicit drug market. This report compiles the data necessary to assess 
possible future illicit drug trends and provides a brief analysis of those trends. 

The Australian Crime Commission (ACC) collects data annually from all state and territory 
police services, the Australian federal Police (AfP), the Australian Customs and border 
Protection Service (Customs and border Protection), and state and territory forensic 
laboratories. The illicit drug data collected and presented in this report for the 2009–10 
financial year includes: 

• arrests 

• seizures 

• purity levels 

• profiling data (heroin and cocaine) 

• prices. 

The purpose of this report is to provide statistics and analysis to assist decision-makers 
in developing illicit drug supply and harm reduction strategies. The data also assists the 
Australian government to meet national and international reporting obligations. It is 
important to note that analysis contained in this report is yearly and may differ from 
analyses conducted by individual jurisdictions. 

The ACC continues to use the National Illicit Drug Reporting format (NIDRf) to 
standardise the data received from law enforcement agencies and other contributing 
organisations. This assists in reducing errors. 
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AMPHETAMINE-TyPE STIMuLANTS (ATS) 
•		 While the number of ATS (excluding MDMA) detections at the Australian border 
increased by 71 per cent in 2009–10, the weight of detections decreased by 84 per cent. 

•		 The weight of MDMA detections at the Australian border decreased from 
12.9 kilograms in 2008–09 to 6.5 kilograms in 2009–10. 

•		 The weight of national ATS seizures decreased by 59 per cent in 2009–10. 

•		 Although ATS arrests decreased in 2009–10, they account for one-sixth of national 
drug arrests, second only to cannabis. 

CANNAbIS 
•		 While the weight of cannabis detections at the Australian border remains low, the 
number of detections is the highest recorded in the last decade. 

•		 Cannabis seeds continue to account for the greatest proportion of cannabis border 
detections. 

•		 Despite reported decreases in cannabis use, the weight of national cannabis seizures 
and number of arrests increased in 2009–10. 

HEROIN 
he weight of heroin detections at the Australian border decreased from
150.6 kilograms in 2008–09 to 117.5 kilograms in 2009–10. 

•		 Points of embarkation for heroin detected at the Australian border remained 
unchanged at 29 countries. 

•		 In 2009–10, the weight of national heroin seizures decreased by 49 per cent. 

•		 The number of national heroin and other opioid arrests remained relatively stable. 

COCAINE 
•		 The number of cocaine detections at the Australian border decreased from 
359 in 2008–09 to 291 in 2009–10. 

•		 A single sea cargo detection accounted for 62 per cent of the total weight of cocaine 
detected at the Australian border in 2009–10. 

•		 Analysis of cocaine samples seized at the Australian border indicates a potential shift 
in the geographical origin of cocaine entering Australia. 

•		 Despite the record number of national cocaine seizures in 2009–10, the weight of 
seizures decreased by 33 per cent. 

•		 The number of national cocaine arrests has almost doubled over the last decade, 
increasing from 652 in 2000–01 to 1 244 in 2009–10. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

OTHER DRugS 
•		 The number of steroid detections at the Australian border increased by 74 per cent in 
2009–10 and is the highest recorded in the last decade. 

•		 The number of national steroid seizures continued to increase and is currently the 
highest on record. 

•		 The number of tryptamine detections at the Australian border is the highest recorded 
in the last decade. 

•		 The weight of national tryptamine seizures increased from 1.5 kilograms in 2008–09 
to 12 kilograms in 2009–10. 

•		 The number of border detections of anaesthetics increased in 2009–10 and is the 
highest reported since 2001–02. 

CLANDESTINE LAbORATORIES AND PRECuRSORS 
•		 A record 694 clandestine laboratories were detected in Australia in 2009–10. 

•		 The majority of clandestine laboratories continue to be detected in residential 
locations. 

•		 The weight of pseudoephedrine and ephedrine detections at the Australian border 
decreased by 73 per cent from 2 041 kilograms in 2008–09 to 556 kilograms in 
2009–10. 

•		 The number of tablet presses seized nationally increased by 119 per cent, from 26 in 
2008–09 to 57 in 2009–10. 
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