








Table 2: Number of clandestine laboratory detections, by state and territory, 1997-98 to 2006-07

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT Total

1997-98 19 9 55 7 3 2 0 0 95
1998-99 20 4 83 12 8 0 2 2 131
1999-2000 20 18 79 14 17 0 1 1 150
2000-01 42 32 77 24 22 1 3 0 201
2001-02 32 24 138 32 22 3 1 0 252
2002-03 47 19 171 34 36 2 3 2 314
2003-04 61 20 189 48 33 1 6 0 358
2004-05 45 31 209 25 44 3 21 3 381
2005-06 55 47 161 50 58 5 12 2 390
2006-07 49 72 132 51 37 9 1 5 356

Table 3:Number® of ATS clandestine laboratory detections, by method of production and state

and territory, 2006-07

Hypo- Red Nazi PSE"

State/territory phosphorous phosphorous method P2P extraction Total
NSW 15 2 0 4 0 21
Vic 32 6 1 3 5 57
Qld 51 3 0 3 0 57
SA 24 3 0 0 13 40
WA 3 1 1 0 21
Tas 2 0 0 8
NT 1 0 0 0 1
ACT 0 0 0 0 0
Total 135 19 22 1 18 205

a. These figures exclude unknown production processes and non-ATS drug types.

b. Pseudoephedrine extraction.
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Table 4:Number of clandestine laboratory detections, by drug production types and state and
territory, 2006-07

Cocaine Homebake

State/territory ATS? MDMA extraction heroin Other Total
NSW 25 16 0 0 8 49

Vic 72 0 0 0 0 72

Qld 60 3 0 0 69 132

SA 50 0 0 0 1 51

WA 32 0 0 4 1 37

Tas 9 0 0 0 0 9

NT 1 0 0 0 0 1

ACT 0 0 0 5 0 5
Total 249 19 0 9 79 356

a. Excludes MDMA.

Seizures and arrests

The number of national ATS seizures in 2006-07 is the highest on record (see Figure 11).
Compared to the previous reporting period, the number of seizures increased by 33 percent in
2006-07. Jurisdictional breakdowns of seizure numbers and weights are shown in Table 5.

In 2006-07, the number of seizures increased in all jurisdictions, with the exception of South
Australia and the Australian Capital Territory. New South Wales reported the largest increase

in seizure numbers.The highest percentage increase in seizure numbers occurred in Tasmania,
which increased by 118 percent.

As a result of the significant border detection of MDMA in June 2007, the weight of national
ATS seizures in 2006-07 was the highest on record.In comparison to 2005-06, there was a 320
percent increase in the weight of national ATS seizures.Victoria reported the highest seizure
weight and the greatest percentage weight increase. A considerable increase in seizure weight
was also reported in Queensland and Tasmania. Decreases in seizure weights were reported in
South Australia, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.
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Nationally, there was a 28 percent increase in the number of ATS arrests when compared to

2005-06 (see Table 6). With the exception of South Australia, all jurisdictions reported an increase

in ATS arrests in 2006-07.

Figure 11:National ATS seizures, by weight and number, 1997-98 to 2006-07
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Table 5: Number, weight and percentage change of national ATS seizures, 2005-06 and 2006-07

Number Weight (grams)

State/territory? 2005-06 2006-07 % change 2005-06 2006-07 % change
NSW 3,040 4,436r 45.9r 677,811 846,398r 24.9r
Vic 795 1,442r 81.4r 493,737 4,449,469r 801.2r
Qld 2,492 2,724 9.3 23,281 98,233 321.9
SA 268 219 -18.3 66,942 7,027 -89.5
WA 2,891 3,828r 32.4r 25,165 34,926r 38.8r
Tas 109 238 118.3 495 4,209 750.3
NT 100 128r 28.0r 7,251 1,413r -80.5r
ACT 292 228 -21.9 1,942 1,318 -32.1
Total 9,987 13,243y 32.6r 1,296,624 5,442,993r 319.8r

a. Includes seizures by state/territory police and AFP for which a valid seizure weight was recorded.
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Table 6: Number and percentage change of national ATS arrests, 2005-06 and 2006-07

Arrests

State/ territory® 2005-06 2006-07 % change
NSW 2,462 3416r 38.8
Vic 2,838 3,407r 20.0
Qld 3,844 4,437 154
SA 518 500 -3.5
WA 1,903 3,011 58.2
Tas 83 179 115.7
NT 94 134 42.6
ACT 106 132 24.5
Total 11,848 15,216 28.4

a. Includes arrests by state/territory police and AFP.

National impact

In 2006-07, the number of border detections of ATS (excluding phenethylamines) increased

by 76 percent.The majority of these were detected through the postal stream.However, the
weight of ATS (excluding phenethylamines) detections at the border decreased approximately
69 percent. Of the total weight of methylamphetamine border detections, 83 percent were from
Canada.Canada also accounted for 78 percent of the total number of methylamphetamine
detections.

The number of phenethylamine detections at the border decreased in 2006-07, with the
majority of detections occurring through the postal stream.The total weight of detections
increased by 1,104 percent in 2006-07, with sea cargo detections accounting for 95 percent of
the total weight.

Considerable quantities of ATS precursors, such as ephedrine, are also being detected at the
border. Continued significant detections of ATS precursor chemicals may also indicate the
existence of a stable domestic market.
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Despite a moderate decrease in the number of clandestine laboratory detections during
2006-07, the number of detections have remained relatively stable since 2003-04.The domestic
manufacture of methylamphetamine continues to dominate the ATS market in Australia.

Recent decreases in laboratory detections may be attributable to the restrictions placed on
pseudoephedrine-based products in Australia. These restrictions may lead to changes in ATS
manufacturing methods and the sourcing of precursors (for example, increased importation of
precursors or finished ATS product).

Increases in MDMA clandestine laboratory detections also indicate potential growth in local
MDMA manufacture, but do not necessarily reflect a significant change in overall user demand.

Both the weight and number of national ATS seizures are the highest on record. Since 2005-06,
the weight of ATS seizures increased 320 percent, with the number of seizures increasing by 33
percent.There was also a 28 percent increase in the number of national ATS arrests.The increases
in ATS seizures and arrests may indicate a significant increase in its use and availability.

Historically, cannabis has accounted for the greatest proportion of the total weight of national
illicit drug seizures. In this reporting period, ATS seizures accounted for 46 percent while cannabis
accounted for 41 percent. As a result, ATS was the predominant illicit drug seized.
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