19 October 2007

Jail for pair who imported 146 kilograms of precurs ors

A man and a woman have each been jailed for seven and a half years and fined $100,000 after pleading
guilty to importing 146 kilograms of pure pseudoephedrine into Australia in September 2003.

Dinh Thanh Phan, 37, and Thanh Huong Doan, 29, appeared in Darlinghurst District Court today where they
were sentenced for intentionally importing prohibited goods and conspiring to possess a precursor intended
by them for the use by others in the manufacture of a prohibited drug. They were each given a non parole
period of four and a half years.

The importation from Thailand was detected at Customs’ Sydney container examination facility. It had the
potential to be used in the manufacture of 104 kilograms of methylamphetamine with an estimated street
value of $50 million.

Today'’s result is the culmination of an extensive investigation by Australian Crime Commission (ACC)
investigators in partnership with Customs and the Australian Federal Police (AFP) and its International
Network.

The investigation was launched after Doan, the director of a trading company, and her de facto partner Phan,
a qualified chemist, made arrangements to smuggle pseudoephedrine into Australia by importing ceramic
ornaments constructed with a mixture of the precursor chemical and a cement like substance.

On 4 September 2003, a shipment, consisting of handbags, teapots, car parts and ceramic ornaments,
arrived in Sydney. Customs officers conducted an examination of the container and preliminary testing of the
ornaments indicated the presence of pseudoephedrine.

AFP officers substituted the consignment with inert material before the shipment was delivered to a
residence at Berala in New South Wales.

On 11 September 2003, ACC investigators executed a search warrant at the Berala house where they
discovered Phan and a number of other people unpacking and inspecting the ornaments. Phan was arrested
in relation to the prohibited goods however Doan was not located by ACC investigators until 31 May 2004.

Acting ACC Chief Executive Officer Kevin Kitson said today’s sentence is a pleasing outcome for the
agencies involved in the operation.

“Today’s sentence is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our border protection and law
enforcement agencies in their efforts to disrupt those syndicates involved in drug trafficking.

“It certainly highlights the positive results that can be achieved when agencies like the ACC, Customs and
AFP work together to identify and investigate organised crime in Australia,” Mr Kitson said.

"The fight against illicit drugs is important to Australia. lllicit drugs destroy peoples’ lives, they tear families
apart and they are a burden on communities.

“Australia’s law enforcement and border protection agencies have made the enforcement of illicit drug
offences a priority and this commitment will continue,” Mr Kitson said.
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